of earth and blood because the continent is in them. This is the tide
of the sea. Swifter are its seasons, changing three times each day.
The morning in Amazon's forest is spring. Xoon and afternoon are
summer: a caldron of green fume. The"nights are autumn. Only
winter, which is nature's sleep, is lacking," There is no place for
sleep in this treacherous, too fertile union of earth, water and
celestial fire.
The trees visibly fight their way toward air* From :he sky they
appear a rubbery green solid, veined like flesh beneath a mas'r ifying
glass. But enter the Forest and this bimpiicity is gon-r, Eac i s;ep
is an angry maze of struggling lianas, ferns, flowering mo 5 a.nd
bush3 rising from the dead leaves in conflagration: flaminar to brush
and brake which writhe for air among themselves, under the lesser
trees. Overhead, the forest gianis, almost leafless to the tops? burst
into foliage that makes a solid firmament through which no direct
ray of the sun can pierce. And all this life is only of the surface,
Within the brush are innumerable insects, snakes9 lizards; v^thin
the trees are birds and monkeys. And on the wings of the mos-
quitoes are the lethal germs of malaria and yellow fever.
Not less dynamic, the outward form of the Amazon as the conti-
nent flows upon it. From the air one sees it well: the great riversa
each an individual theme of shape and colours majestically swing
into the main water and vanish; the little rivers between^ like flutes
and violins, shapen and sweeten the immensely moving, yet
immobile music.
But to see this world in its dimensions, one must not only fly;
one must also float on the waters, feel the heave of them. One must
go ashore, and leave the shore3 and lose the river in the labyrin-
thine seepage of the forest. Even in the Amazons, there are grey-
brown verdureless lands. East of Gurupa before Monte Aiegre (a
white town on the brow of a hill) the forest recedes in campos
plains, and the waters become lakes. At high dee the lakes disappear,
the fields too, in the main body which spreads northward to ante-
diluvian mountains. They are table-topped; some glacier., steel-
sharp,, must have planed them. They are the forefront of the Guianas.
Few Negroes in this forest. The two states that hold the Amazon
sea . . . Para and Amazonas, over a million and a quarter square
miles, about two million inhabitants . . , have few Negroes; and
these few in the towns of the coast: Belem5 Castanha! Bra-*
ganga. In the forest itself live lndiansa sparse, fragile, hot as birds,
Birds and monkeys are the best-adjusted fauna. The monkeys are
of innumerable species, mostly small. The wood has BO large animal
except the docile tapir3 whose hide is hard as mahogany. Only life
which swings from tree to tree or wings between the branches can
prosper. The water itself is a better home for big bodies. There Is the
lontra, the river otter which is a seal gone quadruped; there are the
piraricti and boto, weighing hundreds of pounds, which the Indians
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